CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
NOVEMBER 2024

DEVOTIONAL:
For most Americans, Thanksgiving is a joyous time of celebration. As Christians, Thanksgiving is a time to reflect and give thanks to God for abounding love and faithfulness to us. For many, however, Thanksgiving brings about vastly different emotions. It is a time of stress, anxiety and depression.  It reminds them of their failure and imperfections. Thanksgiving is not a thankful holiday for these people.  We must share all year long!



UPCOMING SPECIAL SUNDAY THEMES: 
[image: ]November 3rd:  All Saints Sunday and The Sermon topic will be: “Investing in the Future”. The First Sunday all church luncheon will follow the 10AM service.

We continue the theme of The Angels of CPC Past, and Present and on November 10th, Dedication Sunday: The Angels of CPC Yet To Come! The Sermon topic will be: “Giving Freely and Joyously”. Coffee Hour on Nov. 10th will feature delicious cookies made by the residents of Bittersweet Farms!

Please join us in worship on these special Sundays.




THE CORNER:
Got turkey?  We do! Any church member who needs a Thanksgiving dinner and some fellowship are invited to The Corner on Monday, November 25th for an early Thanksgiving meal. Please let the church office know if you plan on attending so that we can plan on having enough for everyone.





[image: ]SEW HOPE:
Mark your calendars! On November 23rd   from 9AM – Noon, the church is partnering with Christ the King to pack meals for Sew Hope. These meals provide complete nutrition for a family of six. They are sent around the world to disaster areas, places of famine, and poverty-stricken areas. Some even stay close to home. Children over the age of 7 are welcome and we also have sit-down jobs. The packing starts at 9AM and goes very quickly when enough people are there.
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THANKSGIVING DINNER:
The Deacons want to ensure that no one is alone this year on Thanksgiving Day and will be providing a festive meal at the church on the holiday itself.  For those members of Christ who will have no family available on the holiday or who would like to celebrate with their church family, they are invited to participate in a meal at the church at 5PM, Thursday, November 28th, as we thank the Lord for his many blessings. It will be important that you reserve a spot by November 18th so that we will know how many to cook for.  Please contact Jan Whitaker at 419-475-1265 or email at janwhitaker@aol.com  if you would like to attend or if you are able to provide any help. We are hoping that this can become an annual event, as our church shares our love with others. 



CHRISTMAS IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER:
We have two opportunities for giving this Christmas. We are adopting five families from Sylvania Family Services. More details to follow. There will also be an opportunity to buy gifts for those on your list who already have everything. People will also be able to purchase “items” such as a meal for St. Paul’s, meat for The Corner, as well as other opportunities for service.  A “catalog” is currently being drawn up. The recipient of your gift will receive a certificate.



NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR:
The “Love your Neighbor” signs in the CPC yard along Talmadge Road and Sylvania Avenue are still displayed and part of the Toledo area “2024 Election Year Peace Initiative” offered by St. Michaels’s in the Hills Episcopalian Church. CPC is a community partner in this project receiving Session approval in August. 

Other upcoming activities for the program include:  
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	Tuesday, November 5th:  CPC will hold our Youth Program’s Election Day Bake Sale in the CPC Hanson Hall hallway all day long.  Contact Jen at Jencpctoledo@gmail.com if you would like to bake and or help with the Bake Sale.  CPC is a polling location.

Friday, November 1 – Tuesday, November 5th:  During the program’s “Week of Intentional Acts of Kindness”, create positive, neighborly interactions in your neighborhood and at CPC!


Sunday, November 17th: “We Are Still Neighbors” event at the downtown Glass City Metroparks from 4PM - 7PM. The event is in the Enrichment Center and will provide fellowship including a quiet, multi-faith experience to reflect on renewed visions of community and friendship.



CPC KEEPS COOKING:
New ovens have been installed in the Hansen Hall Kitchen! The new ovens were purchased with funds from the Baldwin and Brandeberry Designated Fund. We are grateful to have two new and gleaming appliances to continue to make nutritious and delicious meals for The Corner guests and First Sunday luncheons. Thank you!



STEWARDSHIP REPORT:
Many thanks to Stewardship Chairman Phil Mintun and Pastor Ruth for leading us in worship with the importance of giving of our time, talents and treasure. Please prayerfully consider how you might support the 2025 ministry efforts here at CPC. You should receive a pledge card in the US mail by the end of October. If you have any questions or did not receive a card please contact Amalya at amalyacpctoledo@gmail.com or call the church. Phil Mintun may be reached at psmintun@gmail.com.


	January – September 2024

	Total Income (YTD)	$380,869.73
	Total Expense (YTD)	  400,475.61
	Net Income (YTD)       ($  19,605.88)



	
DEBORAH CIRCLE:
We have started up again!  Join us every second Wednesday at 12:30PM. The study this year is called 
“Let Justice Roll Down”. The book study is an invitation to explore and to act in responding to an issue that impacts all life on God’s earth. Contact Carole Gildemeister to attend, and order a book for the cost of $10 at  cgildemeister@bex.net.  



YOUTH MINISTRY:
Calling all Bakers!!  The youth will be having an Election Day Bake Sale, Tuesday, Nov. 5th. If you would like to donate baked goods, please bring them to the church by Sunday, Nov. 1st. Thank you for your support! The youth will be baking on Sunday, Nov. 3rd from 11:30AM – 4PM.  

The youth group needs “LUNCH SPONSORS”!  You can provide lunch for the youth (cook or take out) or support their lunch with a financial donation.  Lunch is needed on 11/17.

ReKindle: Youth Retreat @ Kirkmont from Nov. 8th - 11th. Register at  Rekindle 2024 Youth Retreat – Maumee Valley Presbytery (maumeevp.org). Please contact Jen Juhasz at Jencpctoledo@gmail.com if you plan to attend or have any questions.   

Youth Help Squad: Sunday, Nov. 17th from 11:30AM – 3PM. If you are in need of help, please contact Jen Juhasz at Jencpctoledo@gmail.com  to request services.  

We were able to raise $173 online, and more in person, for the CROP Hunger Walk that took place on Sunday, September 22nd! Thank you for your generosity!


CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY:
The next CPC Artist meetup will be Tuesday, Nov 12th at 4PM. Children ages 4 and up are invited to attend an instructor led canvas painting class. Artwork is displayed in the church "gallery" then is available to be taken home. Advanced registration is required by 11/10 via jencpctoledo@gmail.com. 



COFFEE HOUR:
The Deacons are seeking volunteers to host coffee hour after 10AM worship on Sunday mornings. Duties include setting the table with treats (as simple or as elaborate as you wish) and preparing coffee. The Deacons monitor coffee supplies and a “how to” manual is located in Scott Hall.  Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex and in Scott Hall. If you have questions about how things work, please contact Jan or Dick Whitaker.  



GRIEFSHARE:
Surviving the Holidays: Monday, November 25, 6PM - 8PM.  This is a one-night thing with a video and workbook from GriefShare, free of charge to participants. One does not have to have attended other GS meetings to attend this one. We will have supper provided by The Corner chefs at 6PM, followed by video and discussion regarding methods to cope with grief during the holidays. Workbooks for participants are theirs to take home. One does not have to be a CPC member to attend.  Questions? Contact Carolyn Collins or Howard Wharram, 734.241.6316.
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CARE AND CONCERN:
Homebound:
Sally Rose, Mary Garrison, Jama Roman, Harry Tubbs, Peg Locker

Deaths:
Ed Reese, CPC member, died on 9-2-2024
Sally Bales, CPC member, died on 8-26-2024

On Going Medical Concerns:
Charlotte Puskala, Chris Gaynor, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dee Tilley, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara and Richard Brownlee, Don and Sandy Townsend, Joelyn and Millard Stone, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie and Linda Bell, Jim and Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham, John Ignat.

Relatives and Friends:
Mike Powers (friend of CPC)
Felicia Gonzales (granddaughter of Christine Vischer)
Phil D (friend of Kim Dedo)
Caroline & her family (guest & friend of CPC)
Betty Felton (friend of Chris Vischer)
Mrs. Margaret Smith (friend of Comfort Ofori-Akyeah)
Noel Martens (friend of Pastor Ruth & Todd Mark)
Lois Ballanger (sister in law of Hattie Kate Howell)
Helen & Ken Kinderman (cousin & cousin in-law of Hattie Kate Howell)
Bob & Sandy Brennan (Uncle & Aunt of Kate Backoff)
Blake Underwood (friend of Tyson Fankhauser)
Leslie, Carl & Jess Lindgren (cousins of Kate Backoff)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of  Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)
Mary Ann Slough & Family (friend of Joni Pinkham & daughter Sarah)

If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need information, contact Dave Hendrix.




CLOSING PRAYER:
Lord, I long to feel happy and joyful again.  Prod my heart each time I focus on burdens instead of blessings.  Help me develop an intentional attitude of gratitude.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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Have a Happy
Thanksgiving! Hoping
your Thanksgiving is
filled with blessings
and joy!




image1.png
“I press on to reach the end oft%c&*
prize for which God, through Christ Jes

[ 3.2

receive the heavenly
us, is calling us.”




image2.png
B SewHope

Health=Opportunity =Education




image3.png
JOIN US FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER




image4.png




