

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                                Mark Mathias

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
Attendance Cards, upcoming meetings this week: 
Psalms Study, Congregational Meeting, Nativity Festival, SAFS Gift Cards 


PRELUDE                                   Each Winter As the Year Grows Older – A. Gay/arr. K. DeJong	

	
Right away at beginning of Prelude
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST                                                                           Acolyte
Russell Juhasz


Camera on Lectern
CALL TO WORSHIP	Keith Pearson
A voice cries out; a prophet speaks:
In the wilderness, prepare the way.
The valleys are filled; the mountains are made low.
In the wilderness, prepare the way.
The winding roads are made level, the rough ways made smooth.
In the wilderness, prepare the way.
God’s salvation has come and even now it is on its way.
Blessed is the Lord God, who has come to save us! Hallelujah!

PRAYER OF THE DAY 	Keith Pearson  
God of the wilderness, you have always sent your prophets to lead us to repentance, to make a way for your salvation to arrive. Help us this day to receive your presence, removing every hindrance and obstacle to your Spirit’s work. Make your salvation known from every segment of our lives to every corner of this earth. Amen.


Camera on Choir
*OPENING HYMN #106	Prepare the Way, O Zion


LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE OF PEACE

MONOLOGUE (John the Baptist):
I prefer wilderness life; communing with nature gives me peace. I wish all people could know the peace that I know. My peace was upset by the call of God to come out of my wilderness home and begin preaching and baptizing people. “Prepare the way of the Lord, for the time of his arrival draws near.” I shouted these words until my voice went hoarse. I knew that my voice was one in preparation of the one who would come: my cousin, Jesus. He would turn the world on its ear performing miraculous healings, feeding multitudes, and commanding the people to love their neighbor. His words and actions would be infused with peace in the knowledge that his power comes from the most-high God. His peace would soothe the sin-sick soul and would change lives forever. His peace shines in the darkness and is a beacon in the midst of a chaotic world. 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING SONG                                                             Peace Is A Candle


Camera on Lectern
READ BY Keith Pearson:                                                                                           Keith Pearson
In the Reformed Tradition, when we worship, we confess not only our own sin,
but that of the world, in the confidence that God’s grace will abound.


2nd Sunday of Advent | December 8, 2024 | 10AM | Christ Presbyterian Church
Camera on Lectern			
1

*CALL TO CONFESSION	                                                                                     Keith Pearson
In Jesus Christ God seeks to smooth those places made rough by sin. With humility and hope let us make our confession.


*PRAYER OF CONFESSION	Keith Pearson 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cleansing God, we hear the call to repentance, but we struggle to respond. A voice tells us to turn around, but we prefer our own ways. You seek to purify us in love, but we constantly elude your searching hand. Our sin leads us in other directions, away from you, away from life. Look with mercy upon us. Clear a place within us so that something new might be born, something that might return us to the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ.


Camera on Lectern
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace. This is good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                   O Little Town of Bethlehem, stanza 3
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
                                      

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                      	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you.


Camera on Lectern
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 	Keith Pearson                           
God of hope, who never lets us go, draw near to us in these ancient words. By your Holy Spirit may we be filled, lifted up, and leveled as you prepare in our hearts the path of your coming. Amen.


FIRST LESSON: Malachi 3:1-4 (OT 874)   	                                                              Keith Pearson
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.



ANTHEM                                                                            I Hear the Prophet Callin’ – P. Choplin  
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te]Chancel Choir                                                                



RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 1:68-79 (NT 56)	Keith Pearson
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 
that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.’



[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll]MOMENTS WITH CHILDREN 		Jen Juhasz


SECOND LESSON: Luke 3:1-16 (NT 58)                     	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
   and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.


The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.


SERMON   	“A Message of Peace?”	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin	


*HYMN #378	We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom


*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 	Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.19
Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus. His faith and obedience were the response
of the perfect child of God. He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel, the beginning of the new creation, and the pioneer of the new humanity. He gave history its meaning and direction and called the church to be his servant for the reconciliation of the world.


CALL TO PRAYER                                                                      There Is a Longing – A. Quigley
Chancel Choir


THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord, 
let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,
saying: Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.    
 
We pray for the church . . . 
Keep us faithful in the gospel we share,
giving thanks for the gift of your grace 
and praying always that your will be done. 
Emmanuel, come; O come and save us. 
 
We pray for the world . . . 
Make a way in the wilderness of this world:
bring justice and equality to every land
and let all creatures know your saving love. 
Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  
 
We pray for this community . . .
Send messengers of your way among us
to kindle in us a passion for what is right
and cleanse us from all corruption. 
Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.
 
We pray for loved ones . . . 
Let your tender mercy shine on them.
Give light to those who wait in darkness
and guide their feet to the path of peace. 
Emmanuel, come; O come and save us.  
 
Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,
to establish your realm of justice and peace;
and make us ready, on the day of redemption,
to stand before you, our Savior and Lord.

We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught his disciples to pray with the boldness of children saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.


INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
[image: ][please show the QR code for about 30 seconds at the time of offering and then resume showing organist or wide angle of congregation]
In grateful response to God’s grace and mercy, we make our offerings of time, talent, and treasure to the Lord. Your gifts will be used in the mission and ministry of this congregation and according to God’s will and call. You may place your gift in the offering plate as it is passed or contribute through the church’s QR code.                                                                


OFFERTORY                                                                                      Offertorio Pastorale – Anon.     


*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                      Lord We Praise Thee for Thy love (sung to GLORIA) 
Lord, we praise Thee for Thy love, mercy, kindness, from above;
Mold our hearts so love will ring, through our lives and voices sing;
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Please ensure the words and the music match the slides
                                                        

[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  	Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin



*CLOSING HYMN #87	Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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*CHARGE & BENEDICTION	                     Rev. Ruth E. Clendenin


*SENDING SONG                                                                      Love Will Come, stanza 3 altered
Please see hymn insert

*CARRYING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST TO THE WORLD  	Acolyte
Russell Juhasz



*POSTLUDE                                              Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes! – J. Leavitt  
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long;
Let ev'ry heart prepare a throne and ev'ry voice a song.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0][bookmark: bookmark=id.tyjcwt]                  



Copyrights
[bookmark: m_3891132690710948375__Hlk184051158]Savior of the Nations, Come – K. Kosche  ©2004 MorningStar Music Publ./Birnamwood Publ. ; CAROL OF HOPE (Each Winter As the Year Grows Older) – A. Gay/arr. K. DeJong ©2015 Augsburg Fortress Publ.; Each Winter As the Year Grows Older – A. Gay ©1971 The Pilgrim Press; Hope (Peace) Is a Candle – R. Leach Text © 1996 Music© 2010 Selah Publ.  Co., Inc.; There Is a Longing in Our Hearts – A. Quigley © 1992 OCP; I Hear the Prophet Callin’ – P. Choplin © 2008 Lorenz Publishing Co. (admin. by Music Services); We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom –K. R. Moore/H. Hopson ©2010,1983 Hope Publ. Co.; Offertorio Pastorale – Anonymous © 2006 The Leopold Foundation; Love Has Come - lyrics by Ken Bible © 1996, LNWHymns; Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes! – J. Leavitt ©1991 John Leavitt; Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715066 and CCLI 2702020.  Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License and CCLI.  



































PRAYER CONCERNS & REQUESTS
[bookmark: _Hlk166047079]CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

HOMEBOUND: 
Peg Locker, Sally Rose, Mary Garrison, Jama Roman

ON GOING CONCERNS: 
Charlotte Puskala, Bill Drake, Jack Rogers, Dee Tilley, Dave McClellan, Richard Stambaugh, Christine Vischer, Harry Tubbs, Sherry Gilbert, Barbara & Richard Brownlee, Don & Sandy Townsend, Joelyn & Millard Stone, Margie Olson, Kathy Batdorf, Stephanie & Linda Bell, Jim & Sanda Findley, Jean Oldham

DEATHS:
John Ignat, CPC Member, died on 11/6/24

RELATIVES & FRIENDS:  
Peggy Strock (friend of Janice Chu)
Mike Powers (friend of CPC)
Felicia Gonzales (granddaughter of Christine Vischer)
Bob Dedo (husband of Kim Dedo)
Caroline & her family (guest & friend of CPC)
Betty Felton (friend of Chris Vischer)
Mrs. Margaret Smith (friend of Comfort Ofori-Akyeah)
Noel Martens (friend of Pastor Ruth & Todd Mark)
Lois Ballanger (sister in law of Hattie Kate Howell)
Helen & Ken Kinderman (cousin & cousin in-law of Hattie Kate Howell)
Bob & Sandy Brennan (Uncle & Aunt of Kate Backoff)
Blake Underwood (friend of Tyson Fankhauser)
Leslie, Carl & Jess Lindgren (cousins of Kate Backoff)
Aaron Grizaniuk (son of Pat & Tony Grizaniuk)

We remember the regions of this country hit by the storms in recent weeks, especially North and South Carolina, SW Virginia, East Tennessee, Georgia, and Florida. Relief agencies including Presbyterian Disaster Assistance are already deployed to these areas and will stay until recovery is well underway. Learn more about PDA and its work at https://pda.pcusa.org/.



If you would like to be a part of the Prayer Team or need
information, contact Dave Hendrix.


ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


Congregational Meeting: The Session has called a meeting of the congregation on Sunday, December 15th at the close of worship for the purpose of electing Elders & Deacons and approving the Pastor’s Terms of Call.

DIY Photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus: If you haven’t made plans yet for your holiday greeting cards, Santa and Mrs. Claus (along with Jingle and Belle) will be available for photos and crafts on Saturdays December 7 and 14 from 11AM until 1PM.

Feed Your Neighbor needs the following: egg noodles and rice.

The Psalms: Psalms Bible Study continues on the Tuesdays: December 10 and 17. If you would like to join the conversation, we meet in the Hospitality Room at 10:30AM on Tuesday mornings.

Interested singers are invited to sing with our choir for our Advent Lessons and Carols Service (Sun. Dec. 15, 10:00 service) and/or our Christmas Eve 7PM service.  Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:15 PM.  Contact Mark Mathias for more information.




CPC is now on Instagram! Follow us @CPC_Toledo


Meetings this week:
Community Committee—Tuesday, December 10 at 5:00PM
Education—Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00PM
Personnel—Wednesday, December 11 at 3:00PM
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